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Assessment of Grave Disability  

Los Angeles County is committed to improving options, treatment and outcomes for 

those suffering with mental illness.  Perhaps one of the most difficult populations to 

reach in this regard is the homeless population.  A 2017 report by Los Angeles 

Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) estimates that 30% of the County’s homeless 

population (15,728 individuals) suffers from a serious mental illness.  Within our 

homeless population, there is a significant segment of individuals who refuse treatment 

but are clearly in need of mental health care.   

 

At the Board’s request, the Department of Mental Health (DMH) convened a full range 

of County and community stakeholders to thoroughly examine current methods of 

engagement, delivery of services, and related laws to empower the County to care for 

the gravely disabled.  As a result, the Department released a strategic plan with 13 

recommendations aimed to improve the delivery of quality and humane treatment for 

those who are gravely disabled and incapable of seeking or accepting mental health 

treatment and care. 
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Currently state law defines grave disability as a condition in which a person, as a result 

of a mental disorder, is unable to provide for his (or her) basic personal needs (i.e. food, 

clothing, or shelter).  One recommendation that came to the Board as part of the DMH 

strategic plan was to explore legislation that would include a person's inability to provide 

urgently needed medical care for him or herself due to a mental disorder as part of 

grave disability.  The need for this consideration derives from circumstances when an 

individual is in dire need of health and/or mental health care to the point their lives are in 

jeopardy, yet they refuse care due to lack of self-awareness to their own condition and 

need for treatment. These extreme circumstances should be explored and considered 

within state law to ensure that those in the gravest situations have access to life saving 

treatment.   

 

I, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors direct the Department of Mental 

Health to work with County Counsel, the Chief Executive Office, mental health advocacy 

groups, civil rights organizations, and other pertinent stakeholders to develop 

recommendations for legislative proposals that would consider an individual’s inability to 

provide and/or access urgently needed medical care for him or herself due to a mental 

disorder as part of the criteria for grave disability and report back to the Board in 60 

days.  
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